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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 OMB-01 IO-14 AID-20 DRC-01 /154W 

084909 

R 190534Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7751 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
CDR USSAG NKP 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1320 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: FORMATION OF NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT 

1. PRIME MINISTER CONFIDED LAST NIGHT THAT THE KING IS 
WILLING TO INVEST NEW GOVERNMENT EVEN IF NO RPT NO 
LEGISLATIVE ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN. KING ALSO TOLD SOUVANNA 
THAT HE WAS WILLING TO DISSLOVE ASSEMBLY PENDING NEW 
ELECTIONS. 

2. SOUVANNA SAID HE WAS ASTONISHED AND DELIGHTED BY 
THIS DEVELOPMENT AND THAT LAST IMPEDIMENTS TO ESTABLISH 
MENT OF COALITION GOVERNMENT HAD NOW DISAPPEARED. HE 
PLANS TO MEET WITH PHOUN FEBRUARY 19 TO INFORM HIM OF 
FOREGOING. 

3. FROM OTHER SOURCES, WE LEARN THAT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
HAS BEEN CONVOKED FOR FEBRUARY 19, PRESUMABLY TO APPROVE 
FINAL RLG MINISTERIAL SLATE. 
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4. COMMENT: KING'S AGREEMENT TO INVEST GOVERNMENT WITH- 
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OUT SOME FORM OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY APPROVAL REVERSES HIS 
TRADITIONAL POSTURE OF STRICT ADHERENCE TO CONSTITUTIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS. KING LAST DISSOLVED ASSEMBLY IN 1966 WHEN 
IT FAILED TO APPROVE BUDGET. THREAT OF DISSOLUTION MAY 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR INDICATIONS WE RECEIVED YESTERDAY 
WHICH SUGGESTS THAT SANANIKONE FACTION IS TRIMMING ITS 
SAILS AND SEEKING NEW TACK TO ADJUST TO FORMATION OF NEW 
GOVERNMENT AND JOINT NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNCIL. COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS' MEETING (I.E., NOT INCLUDING SECRETARIES 
OF STATE AND JUNIOR CABINET PERSONNEL) HAS NOT BEEN CALLED 
FOR MANY YEARS AND DEALS WITH MAJOR STATE POLICIES. AL- 
THOUGH WE DOUBT THAT A CABINET CAN BE FORMALLY INVESTED 
THIS WEEK, EVENTS ARE OBVIOUSLY UNFOLDING AT RAPID PACE. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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